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Trust Lands in United States History
A JEFFERSONIAN LEGACY



• School in Every Township
• Section 16

• Ohio (1803) – Minnesota (1858)

• The Arid West
• Sections 16 and 36

• Oregon (1859) – Wyoming (1890)

• The ‘Really’ Arid West
• Sections 2, 16, 32 & 36

• Utah, Arizona and New Mexico

Congressional Land Grant
Northwest Ordinance of 1787



Scattered Sections (2, 16, 32, 36)



1. Land Earnings

2. Permanent 
Funds

3. Annual 
Distributions to 
Beneficiaries



The Four Front Fight

TRUST LANDS

TRUST FUNDSTRUST DISTRIBUTIONS

TRUST LAW, POLICY, AND 
OUTREACH







SITLA was created in 1994. 

Since then the permanent fund 
has grown by a compound rate 
of 16.3% per year

Doubling roughly every 5 years

That excludes the approx. $1 
billion that has been distributed 
to schools and other 
beneficiaries during that time



Advocates for 
School Trust Lands



Magnifying Advocacy –
Leveraging Systems & Networks

Advocacy



• Official advisory committee 
to the Utah State Board of 
Education

Local School 
Boards

Principals

Superintendent
s

District Staff 
Members

TLAC

Local 
School 
Boards

Parents

Principals

Educators

District 
Staff

Superintendents

Trust Lands Advisory Committee



Beneficiary Distribution Updates

• FY2022 Distribution numbers available



School Community 
Councils 9,000 parents and 

teachers



Utah Schools for the 
Deaf and Blind

Report





Individualized Update:

• 104 legislators
• 29 counties 
• 41 school districts

School Trust Distribution Update









Outreach and Advocacy Efforts:

• Distribution Updates
• Annual Report
• e-newsletter
• MyTrustStory Campaign
• Host Annual Conference
• Tour trust lands 
• Meet local elected officials
• Meet with business 

partners
• Others suggestions?



• Distribution Updates
• Distribution data for each legislators district
• A mechanism to encourage parents and teachers to join SCC 
• A platform for leveraging Advocacy efforts through 

networking

• E-newsletters
• Norm for issues they want to follow
• Helps cultivate regular communication
• Sinks information better then big shots
• Provides assurance knowing the trust lands and funds are 

being watched carefully

Recommended Approaches & Methods 
of Communication Examples 





“Creating value for our 
beneficiaries through 
leadership,
education and sound land 
management.”

-National Association of State Trust Lands



SITLA & SITFO Board 
Nominating Committees



As of December 31, 2021
Total Combined Permanent Fund Market Value: $3.2
Billion

1 Year 3 Year* 5 Year*
10 Year*

Total Fund Return 12.9% 11.0% 7.7%
8.6%

CPI + 5 benchmark 12.4% 8.7% 8.1%
7.2%

* annualized





Guiding Principles
• To guide the Land Trust Protection and Advocacy Committee and Office in fulfilling 

its legal duty to protect and advocate for the rights and interests of current and 
future trust beneficiaries, the following guiding principles are adopted:

1. Seek first to understand the business rationale and strategies used by trust 
fiduciaries at SITLA and SITFO;
2. Be an active, collaborative, and equal partner in the trust system;
3. Encourage trust fiduciaries to be as open and transparent as possible within the law, 
maintaining business confidentiality;
4. Engage on matters of most importance to the trust;
5. Build and maintain relationships of respect through diplomatic actions;
6. Champion the legacy and heritage of the trust;
7. Prioritize long term value creation over short term gains;
8. Represent the trust as an ambassador to all stakeholders; 
9. Ensure that the trust lands and funds are managed with integrity and fidelity to the 
beneficiaries; and
10. Collaborate and share information with beneficiary groups and stakeholders.



Advocacy Efforts: Goals

• Annual Report
• Distribution Updates
• e-newsletter
• Host Annual Conference
• Tour trust lands 
• Meet local elected officials
• Meet with business 

partners
• Others suggestions?


